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The name Beekon derives from the Wurundjeri word for Mooroolbark, which is 
thought to mean earth or place.

The yearbook team would like to give a special thanks to Chris Hanneberry for 
his guidance and photography. To everyone who contributed to the 2019 Beekon 

yearbook, thank you.



R e f l e c t i o n s  o n  a n 
e x c i t i n g  y e a r

Great schools exist because of great people.  
Throughout 2019 the students, staff and 
our parents/guardians have continued to 
demonstrate excellence within our College 
community. 

With the launch of our College values 
of respect, endeavour, compassion and 
resilience, the College revamped its merit 
system resulting in the introduction of 
Principal Awards based on the College 
values.  Congratulations to Connor Tisch of 
Green House, Rhys Wyngaard, Cam Sheedy-
Mackenzie and Max Travis from Yellow 
House and to Dylan Knapp, Tom Hardstaff 
and Lachlan Bentley of Blue House who have 
been our inaugural Values Principal’s Award 
recipients.
I wish to congratulate all the students who 
took part in the 2019 College Production – 
Grease. Our productions continue to grow 
and it is pleasing to see an increasing number 
of students being involved on stage, in the 
back of house and as part of the production 
band.   In 2019 almost a quarter of the student 
population was involved in the College 
Production and this could not occur without 

the support of the College staff.
It is a privilege each year to work with the 
College Captains and I wish to thank them 
for their contribution to the school.  Jordan 
Daniels and Taylah Mcowan were outstanding 
College Captains and were supported by 
the Senior House Captains Jack Schofield, 
Kellie Stevens, Kim Barkwith, Tom Hardstaff, 
Lana Hawkins, Jayan Hartwick, Caleb Schwab 
and Ashlinn Walker.  Our Middle School 
House Captains Charlotte Murray, Forum 
Patel, Hayley Knight, Ben Graff, Mel Tisch, 
Travis Moir, Jackson Addicott and Tanayah 
Godley supported their Houses and were 
excellent role models throughout the year.  
This year the College introduced Sports 
Captains into the student leadership profile.  
Congratulations to Tyler Charlton and Georgia 
Gray who fulfilled this role admirably this 
year. The Arts Captains Kyle Wahrenberger 
and Jaymie Cathie have certainly highlighted 
the arts, both performing and visual, within 
the College. Thank you to Jack Schofield 
and Bethany Shegog who retire as elected 
student College Council members at the end 
of 2019.  They have represented their peers 
brilliantly on College Council giving a new 
avenue for student voice in College decision 
making. 
The Mooroolbark College Parents Association 
(MCPA), previously the PTCA, has grown in 
membership in 2019 under the leadership 
of Peter Phillips. In 2019 the Mooroolbark 
College Parents Association have purchased 
the new fitness outdoor equipment located 
on the fitness track, supported the Debutante 
Balls and the College production. During 2019 
the Mooroolbark College Council has worked 
with the Victorian School Building Authority 
and MINX Architects to develop the plan 
for the new capital works. By the beginning 
of 2021 the College will take possession of 
a new learning centre, a student wellbeing 
hub, improved drama and dance facility plus 
a new administration complex. This will be an 
exciting time for the College with the building 
of these facilities to enhance student learning 
opportunities.  Thank you to our College



Council President, Julie Medlin, for her 
support during this process.
At the end of 2019 we will say goodbye to 
the following staff who are entering a new 
phase of their lives. Mark Quigley and Tracey 
Benness are leaving the Arts Key Learning 
Area. We will miss their enthusiasm and 
commitment to the arts.  Michael Meagher 
from our Curriculum Support Area will be 
leaving us to take up his teaching career 
commencing in 2020. Nicole Kingsbury, 
Business Manager, and Stephen Cameron, 
Senior English Teacher, will not be returning 
to the College after leave.  Both will be 
missed.  I would like to thank Tim Wallace and 
Michelle Wright for their contribution to the 
Mathematics and Science Key Learning Areas 
and to Anthony Antonellis who has worked in 
Physical Education and Science in 2019.  Luke 
McCormick will be taking leave in 2019 and 
we wish him every success.
I would like to acknowledge the work 
and efforts of the College teaching and 
educational support staff.  Their willingness to 
meet new challenges and their endeavours 
to gain the best outcomes for our students is 
strong evidence of their commitment to the 
College and our students.  
I wish everyone, a safe and happy holiday and 
we are looking forward to another successful 
year in 2020.

Ann Stratford - PRINCIPAL

2019 has been another successful year 
at Mooroolbark and it continues to be a 
pleasure and privilege to work in this great 
College.  We are fortunate to work with such 
impressive and aspiring young people, and 
enjoy seeing where their learning journeys 
take them.
We have celebrated many of our student 
achievements at our student led whole school 
assemblies.  We have seen student musical 
performances, Grease production numbers, 
sustainability initiatives, Principal Awards 
showcasing our high student achievement, 
SRC updates and House celebrations.  The 
most pleasing aspect of the new merit 
system, is how students have embraced the 
challenge of the College values of respect, 
resilience, endeavour and compassion.  
Our Student Leadership continues to thrive 
and have driven many of the major initiatives 
undertaken by the student body. Although
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these sub-groups may have different 
focus areas at times, it has been incredibly 
motivating to see them all share the common 
goal of improving not only student outcomes 
but also the lives of our students. It is this 
sense of common purpose that fuels our 
drive for excellence. 
The daily interaction we have with staff and 
students is at the source of why teaching and 
educational leadership is such a rewarding 
job. The strong sense of community and 
collegiality permeates throughout so many 
aspects of our day-to-day work.  We are 
fortunate to work with teams from across 
the school, including the Curriculum Teams, 
House and Cluster Leaders, Curriculum 
Support, ES, Welfare team, SRC, Koori 
Support and EAL team and the wider 
community.
The Year 7 BBQ was a warm welcome for 
our new parents and the sign up for camps 
and clubs proved to be a huge success. The 
College Open Night, where we welcomed 
over 600 people, enabled them to see the 
exceptional work done within the College. We 
took the production to new heights this year, 
with students performing ‘Grease the Musical’ 
at Karralyka. The second Night of Excellence 
encompassing the ‘Year 7 Showcase’ and 

KLA student excellence was an opportunity 
for teachers and students to exhibit their 
outstanding work, with the Literacy Bake Off 
continuing to attract very talented artists.
Movember is another 2019 initiative.  This 
fundraiser and health awareness initiative was 
launched with a men’s breakfast and a public 
shave.  The associated fundraising efforts 
were supported by many in our College 
community.  We anticipate that this will be 
a focal point to discuss being a healthy and 
active community. 
Our Chinese sister school relationship 
continues to thrive with our largest student 
exchange from Wujiang Senior High School 
visiting in August.  They were graciously 
hosted by our families. We returned to China 
in November ensuring our students and staff 
also benefit from a cultural exchange.  
Also, with $7 million building project on the 
way, and the addition of a new building with 
6 state of the art classrooms and a new look 
administration building as you enter the 
College, it is a very exciting way to finish the 
year.
Bring on 2020!

Rachael Williams, Samantha McIntosh and 
Adam Lorkin - Assistant Principals

It has been an absolute honour representing 
Mooroolbark College as the 2019 School 
Captains. Not only have we grown as individuals 
throughout the year, but the numerous leadership 
opportunities presented to us have allowed us to 
become better people. 
At the beginning of the year, we knew we wanted 
to make an impact on not just the College, but 
also the broader community. As well as heading 
general assemblies, being College Captains 
allowed us to form relationships with younger students, support community events and be the 
voice of our peers. 
We have thoroughly enjoyed helping our wider community through the Anzac Day service, 
Celebrate Mooroolbark and several fundraisers that not only helped our school and those  
supporting it, but also allowed us to develop as individuals. To our teachers, mentors and   
Principal team we say thank you for your immense support throughout our chaotic Year 12;  
and to our peers, be sure to make your future past secondary school whatever you want it to 
be. You’ve all been amazing. Thank you.

Jordan Daniels and Taylah Mcowan

S C H O O L  C A P T A I N S



S T U D E N T  R E P R E S E N T I T i V E  C O U N C I L
Led by Beth Shegog, Samantha Jacobs 
and Jaida Elliot, the team pulled off 
some fantastic events. This year the 
SRC organised ‘splash of colour days’ 
such as ‘Harmony Day’, ‘LGBQTI 
awareness day’ and ‘RUOK? Day’ 
to support their fellow students. 
Beth Shegog, our president and 
enthusiastic executive of VicSRC 
spoke to principles across  the state 
about students voice agency and 
participation at a conference. 
Carnival Day was a success, this year 
we introduced the Petting Zoo and 
Bubble Soccer and had VCAL help 
out with some of our fundraising. This 
year the SRC sadly said goodbye to Ms 
Cooper and welcomed Mrs Sund as 
the new SRC Coordinator.

Mia Sund



ENGLISH
It has been another year of achievement 
from our students and teachers in their 
English classes.  Thanks to all teachers and 
all students for your hard work and your 
commitment to improving learning and to 
the excellence of your work.  This year, we 
have read so many engaging books and 
excellent pieces of writing, witnessed so 
many wonderful oral presentations and been 
engrossed by so many interesting class 
discussions.  

We bid farewell another cohort of Year 12 
students, who have completed their VCE or 
VCAL studies and are going forth in to the 
world.  We hope you continue expressing 
yourselves fluently and thinking critically 
about what you read and what you hear 
in the news.  We wish all of you the best 
opportunities for the next stage of your lives.

Maxine McGregor, for so long a stalwart of 
our school and our English faculty, retired 
earlier this year.  She didn’t want a fuss made 
over her, but we cannot let her go without 
recognising her outstanding teaching and her 
ability to give her students the best learning 
experiences.  Her contribution to our English 
faculty and all of the help she has given 
English teachers over so many years are 
valued and will be remembered with warmth 
and gratitude. 

George Dimitra-Lyons – Head of English

THE ARTS
This year has been a fantastic year in The Arts. 
The calibre of student work completed has 
been exceptional. From our Year 7s in Art and 
Drama right through to our VCE students in 
Studio Arts, Media and Music, the students 
have been working hard all year and have 
created some fantastic work as a result.
It has been a busy year in terms of events too. 
The College’s production of Grease was a 
huge success and our biggest yet. This year 
it was performed at Karralyka, which really 
offered the perfect platform for our students 
to truly shine.

We also had the 7th annual Mooroolbark 
College Film Festival, which was a fantastic 
night showcasing the highly engaging films 
created by our Media students. Following on 
shortly after was the Night of Excellence. The 
Multipurpose room was abuzz with wonderful 
performances from our performing arts 
students while the library was the perfect 
location to showcase the amazing work 
completed by our visual arts students. The 
year also saw some fantastic music events 
take place including the Winter Concert and 
the NEVR Concert held at Hamer Hall.

This year we bid farewell to Karen Ellis, 
Tracey Benness and Mark Quigley. The Arts 
department wish you all the best for the 
future.

Matthew Neil-Holland – Head of The Arts

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics has continued to evolve 
throughout 2019. Our teachers have looked 
to develop their teaching strategies to make 
Mathematics more engaging and accessible 
for all students.

We welcomed several new staff to the 
Mathematics team. Jade Hubben, Abbie 
Hansen, Ryan Exon, Michael Taylor, Tristan 
Dunkley, Tim Wallace and Michelle Wright all 
integrated themselves into the Mathematics 
teams at all levels. 

Our Year 7 and 8 students have continued 
to develop their Numeracy skills throughout 
their Numeracy lessons. These Numeracy 
lessons allow students to develop their

K E Y  L E A R N I N G  A R E A S



understanding of numeracy and develop 
transferable problem solving skills. We have 
also incorporated these tasks into both Year 9 
and 10 Mathematics. 

This year an assistance and extension 
Mathematics program was offered after 
school hours. These were well attended and 
students who participated are applauded for 
taking the time to expand their Mathematics 
knowledge and gratitude. 

James Taylor – Head of Mathematics 

HUMANITIES
A team of legal observers mull over their day 
of observation in the County Court.  They 
discuss how delays in the legal system can 
affect outcomes of cases.  All agree it has 
been great to gain further insights after 
speaking to judges and tipstaff.

From a hilltop, a group of urban planners 
survey a nearby beach.  They consider a 
new management plan for the area, which 
will involve building an access road and 
developing strategies to protect dunes and 
ensure beach-goer safety. Archaeologists in 
Mooroolbark examine recovered pieces of 
pottery.  Whilst piecing them together, they 
discuss whether the fragments were once 
part of an ancient Roman bowl.

These were just some of the amazing 
experiences had by Humanities students in 
2019.  In History, Geography and Commerce 
subjects, our classes explored the nature 
of societies and environments, as well as 
associated issues, predictions, investigative 
projects, practical activities, workplaces, 
career options, excursions to fascinating 
places and much, much more.

The Humanities bring us closer understanding 
our complex world and the exciting 
possibilities it contains for our future.

Also significant this year were the departures 
of two dedicated Humanities teachers.  
Many students, present and past, have been 
enthralled and inspired in their classrooms.  
Maxine McGregor (who retired mid-year) has 
been passionate about history, generous 
with her advice and resources to colleagues, 
committed to her students, and always 
prepared to stand up for her beliefs.  Robyn 
Cooper (currently on leave) has been a 
highly respected teacher of Geography, 
noted for the strong relationships she built 
with staff and students, and who many times 
demonstrated she could do things in the 
classroom that few others could achieve.  We 
wish both Maxine and Robyn the very best in 
their future journeys. and gratitude. 

Chris Hanneberry – Head of Humanities

SCIENCE
Franklin and Sheldon, our resident turtles 
have continued to grow and thrive this 
year. We were also excited to find out their 
genders! Franklin, our always hungry, big one 
is female and our quiet and gentle Sheldon 
is male. Our Stick Insect breeding program 
was very successful with approximately 
1000 babies born this year alone. Many of 
our students and local primary schools have 
helped by adopting them.

This year we celebrated the 50th Anniversary 
of the first person to walk on the Moon with 
lunchtime activities of building rockets and 
launching them, making their own Moon cake 
pops and creating their own circuit using the 
interactive Gravitrax system.

Year 10 Forensics students visited the Victoria 
Police Museum. They examined a mock crime 
scene and used their forensic knowledge 
worked together to investigate the evidence 
presented and solve the crime.
In Unit 1 Biology, students attended the Zoo 
to observe the behaviours of the Southern 
Corroboree Frog, Philippines Crocodile and 
Asian Elephants and find out what is being 
done to ensure their long-term survival 



in the wild. Our students in Unit 4 Biology 
visited the Gene Technology Access Centre 
and performed experiments using gel 
electrophoresis to separate DNA and then 
investigate the outbreak of a pathogen.

Unit 2 Psychology students ventured out to 
Melbourne University, to document Visual 
Perception Constancies, Gestalt Principles 
and Depth Perception Cues and visit the Dax 
Centre. The centre is one of four art therapy 
exhibits in the world and extended the 
student’s understanding of mental health and 
therapies. 

Unit 2 Physics students pondered, ‘What 
Are Stars?’ at the Victorian Space Science 
Education Centre where they used software 
tools to measure their distances, composition 
and temperatures. Unit 3 Physics students 
found out just ‘How Fast Things Can Go’ at 
Luna Park, joining hundreds of other VCE 
Physics students in relating key motion 
concepts to amusement rides.

Skye Jennings – Head of Science

PE AND HEALTH
Duke of Edinburgh isn’t just a class; it’s an 
experience and a qualification. To complete 
the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award, each 
student has to complete 3 months (minimum 
1 hour per week) of Physical Recreation, 
a new individual Skill, Community Service 
(volunteering) and 2 Adventurous Journeys. 
The 2019 Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh team 
developed their leadership and initiative 
skills both in and out of the classroom. They 
have bonded very well as a group and their 
determination and commitment to the subject 
has shown that they have the potential to 
make great leaders in the future.

We took part in activities such as Mt Evelyn 
to Warburton Bike ride on Warby Trail, a 
Commando course, a practice hike session 
at 1000 steps, a 3 day/2 night camp in 
the Cathedral Ranges (practice journey), 
a Wheelchair basketball game after an 
educational session with a disabled athlete, 
a level 1 First Aid course, and the overall 
highlight - our qualifying journey (3 days/2 
nights) to Wilsons Prom. Thanks again to Mr 
Van Keulen and Miss Hubben for coming with 
us.

The overall idea of the class is for students 
to develop themselves to become the best 
person they can be, now and for the future. 
Each student in the 2019 class has done 
this. They have been a joy to teach and I 
wish them all the very best for the future 
endeavours.  Remember: E (Energy) A 
(Attitude) T (Technique) like a Duke and you 
give yourself the chance to BE YOUR BEST! 
The Mooroolbark College Year 10 Talented 
Sports Program was designed to allow our 
successful and aspiring athletes to work on 
and further develop their passion and ability 
for their sport inside school whilst still finding 
a balance with importance of their overall 
education.

We participated in a number of drills and 
activities that can be transferable throughout 
many sports and we also completed a 
number of physically demanding and 
challenging training sessions. Throughout the 
year the students developed their leadership 
skills, teamwork, confidence, self-esteem, and 
respect.  All vital factors in an elite athlete. We 
completed four F45 training sessions at F45 
Chirnside Park.  Some students commented 
that these were the hardest sessions they 
have done and surprised themselves at what



they could achieve.  We also completed a tour 
and athlete education session at the Victorian 
Institute of Sport at Olympic Park.  We then 
had a highly educational follow up session at 
school with 2 Melbourne Vixen netballers. I 
congratulate all of our 2019 Talented Sports 
Program team and wish them all the best as 
they strive to achieve their goals and dreams 
going forward.  Remember: ‘Dreams don’t 
work unless you do” and ‘You don’t HAVE to - 
you GET to!’ 

Luke McCormick- Duke of Edinburgh & 
Talented Sports Program

LANGUAGES
Languages have had a busy 2019! For the 
first time Year 9 and 10 combined German 
was offered and the students worked very 
hard learning not just German but also about 
German culture, history and geography by 
exploring the history of German fairy tales. 
Students excelled themselves when they 
wrote their own fairy tales in German. The 
language classes at this level, in both German 
and Mandarin, offer further challenges for the 
students at Mooroolbark College.

Once again, one of the highlights of the year 
for Languages was the fantastic end of Term 
2 double excursion to the Cuckoo Restaurant 
and China Bar on June 29th for Year 8, 9 and 10 
Language students. 

Students who had chosen to visit the Cuckoo 
Restaurant in Olinda were greeted by the 
sights and sounds of its traditional southern 
German atmosphere. German music was 
played and every student could choose from 
a wide variety of delicious, steaming European 
mains. Everyone had a great time.

Those who headed off to China Bar in 
Burwood were instantly engulfed by the 
smells and sounds of China. They were invited 
to try Dim Sum, originating form Cantonese 
Yum Cha culture. From Sweet Sour Pork to 
Fried Rice; Peking Duck to Spring rolls, plates 
were loaded to the absolute top with as much 
food as they could fit on. The entire group 
also tried to use chopsticks and tested out 
their language skills to greet and order food 
in the restaurant. All and all it was a great 
day that got students out of the classroom 
and feeling more engaged in not just the 
language but the traditions and culture of 
China and Germany.

Another focus of the year was, as always, the 
global Education Perfect Competition. Our 
highest award was an Emerald Award, gained 
by our top student, Shaun Donald Wilson. 
Gabrielle Bouwhuis achieved Gold, while 
Liam Price, Grace Pearce, Natanya Tresidder, 
Natasha Rowe, Rochelle Hughes and Alayna 
Corner reached Silver. Seventeen students 
gained Bronze and another thirty received 
Credit Certificates, evidencing that languages 
are well and truly alive in the digital era at 
Mooroolbark College.

Deutsch macht Spaß! 学习中文很有趣！

Jonas Bahlo – Head of Languages



G R E A S E D  L i g h t n i n g 

'When I moved to Mooroolbark College in 2016 I had come from 
a school in England that had specialised in Visual and Performing 
Arts so I was rather keen to join in with the production. I’ve 
starred in it every year since and progressed to co-directing it 
during my final year. Teaching my fellow students how to conduct 
themselves on stage, along with developing their singing and 
choreography skills, has been an incredibly rewarding experience. 
I have enjoyed making friends across other year levels. Production 
was great and I wish next year’s seniors all the best with it.' 
Kalina Ova Vishnina-Atanasova, Year 12

Following on from the College’s 2018 production- ‘Happy Days’, we decided to linger in the 
1950s just a little longer… ‘Grease’ proved to be an outstanding success for all involved. We 
had a record number of participants and the most year sevens ever! Many cast members 
were in their third or fourth production. We are very lucky to be able to witness the 
incredible growth of these performers.
 The show was an excellent showcase for our extremely talented and dedicated students. 
Both on stage and behind the scenes, students (and staff!) rehearsed countless hours to 
bring ‘Grease’ to life. Their hard work certainly paid off as audiences witnessed one of the 
highest quality shows yet produced at the College. Congratulations to the entire Company; 
Cast, Crew and Staff and all who helped make ‘Grease’ such a memorable event.                         
Peter Marz - Director
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W U J I A N G  S E N I O R  H I G H 
S C H O O L  V I S I T
At the beginning of Term 3, we hosted students and staff 
from our Chinese sister school - Wujiang Senior High 
School. Our host families participated with great enthusiasm 
and embraced our guests with abundant love and kindness. 
During their stay with us, Chinese students and staff 
explored the Healesville Sanctuary, Yarra Valley Chocolate 
Factory and were surrounded by beautiful wilderness. They 
were amazed by the unique creatures they saw for the 
first time. “I have never seen koalas before and they are so 
adorable.” said one student. 
Also during their visit, students participated our classrooms 
to experience learning in a new culture and also attended 
the 2019 College Production ‘Grease’.
Our friendships blossomed over the visit and it was an 
emotional goodbye. On their last day, they shared a nice 
farewell meal and enjoyed Chinese fan dance, Taodi 
instrument, piano performance together.  Mooroolbark 
College was gifted a beautiful Chinese painting from 
Wujiang Senior High School to remind us of our amazing 
time together.

Jiaqi Tan - Mandarin Teacher

Y E A R  9  T A S M A N I A  T O U R



Y E A R  1 0  C E N T R A L  A U S T R A L I A  T O U R
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Aerospace AIR4 Avalon Excursion

'Thank you for such a fun day! I really enjoyed it and I had 
already considered joining the Air Force. Today was very 
interesting and I would love to do the Air Force camp! I 
learnt that Science and Maths are very important to open 
up my pathways.'

'I had a terrific time, it’s good to know that the Maths we 
learn isn’t useless!'

'I had a terrific day whilst seeing how the things learnt 
through the STEM program can be used in real world 
industries.'

S T E M

Women in STEM - Future Careers, 21st Century Skills and 
Role Models - Melbourne Zoo

'We started the day with some speeches from several 
successful women in STEM careers, including the lead scientist 
of Victoria. These speeches were very inspirational and 
empowering and made me reconsider the career I want in the 
future. Overall it was a very educational and exciting day.'

Women in STEM - AIR4 Future Squad - MSAC / Grand Prix

'I was inspired by the presence of women at the event who 
were in various professions, it helped me  to realise that as a 
young woman I could be part of a team and have a career in 
this field if I wanted to!' 

Maroondah Billy Cart Marathon

READY SET GO - Mooroolbark College ran an amazing 
race in the Billy Cart Marathon coordinated by the Rotary 
Club of Maroondah. The event Involved 16 teams of 20 kids 
pushing a Billy Cart around a course for 6 hours to raise 
money for The Smith Family. It was a fun-filled day for all 
the students their families and the local community!
Congratulations to our team who came 2nd and won the 
People's Choice award.

Denise Raven



The final sports carnival is our Cross Country Carnival 
held at Lillydale Lake. The weather was on our side 
with the sun shining over the lake and over 400 
students running along the sand to cross the finish 
line. 
The Yellow Stingers were our champions and have 
now won 6 consecutive school sport carnivals. Well 
done to all students who attended the meet. 
Below are the winners of each age group, who along 
with plenty more students progressed through to the 
Division Cross Country Carnival.

Girls 13 year old -  Ella Gordon    Boys 13 year old  - Bailey Van Bert 
Girls 14 year old - Grace Kilgour               Boys 14 year old - Harrison Woolhouse
Girls 15 year old - Forum Patel      Boys 15 year old - Cooper Williams
Girls 16 year old - Zoe Griffin    Boys 16 year old - Jackson Addicott
Girls 17 year old - Shanae Hodgett   Boys 17 year old - Sean Todd
Girls 20 year old - Ashlinn Walker   Boys 20 year old - Tom Hardstaff

What an amazing year it was for our House 
System. We commenced the new values based 
merit system this year and many of our students 
embraced the challenge, achieving the highest 
honour of a Principal’s award.
Blue House is to be congratulated for working 
hard to earn the most merits this year. Over 
the course of the year it was great to see the 
Houses compete for the coveted House Cup.
Students and staff alike involved themselves 
in the Swimming and Athletics Carnivals, Cross 
Country, Interschool sports, Science and Maths 
Competitions, Language perfect, MADD club, 
the College Production and Carnival Day. Green 
House’s performance was impressive, earning 
the title of the Most Improved House this year. Academic awards are also an important part of 
the House points system and Red House earnt the most Academic Award points for this year. 
They are to be congratulated on a great achievement. 
The overall winner, earning the most House Points for the year, were the mighty Yellow House. 
They exhibited true perseverance and determination over the year ensuring that they had the 
highest average attendance rate for our main competitions. Congratulations!

Yellow House 9803 points – Overall Winner
Red House 8609 points – Most Academic Awards
Blue House 8294 points – Most Merit Awards
Green House 7583 points – Most Improved

Betty Metaxas

C R O S S  c O U N T R Y

H O U S E  C H A M P I O N S  2 0 1 9



MIDDLE SCHOOL CAPTAINS 
Jackson Addicott & Tanayah Godley

SENIOR CAPTAINS 
Caleb Schwab & Ashlinn Walker

YELLOW HOUSE
Yellow House has had real “Buzz” this year 
with the Stingers getting involved with all the 
extracurricular activities - Production, Billy Cart 
race, Open nights, Information nights, Night of 
Excellence and all the Carnival days. 

Yellow House was able to clinch the Swimming 
Carnival trophy for the 3rd year running, Athletics 
trophy for the 4th year running and Cross Country 
for the 3rd year in a row. Sport carnivals have 
definitely been our strong point in the last few 
years, however, it has been a real delight to see 
students showing genuine appreciation of fellow 
students receiving academic awards in Yellow 
House assemblies. 

We have also handed out over 100 value awards 
relating to Compassion, Resilience, Endeavour 
and Respect. A special mention to Cam Sheedy-
Mackenzie and Rhys Wyngaard for receiving five 
merits in each value and being presented with a 
Principal's Award. A focus this year was to improve 
Home Group involvement and connectedness.  
This has been achieved though the hard work 
of the Yellow House Home Group teachers and 
students as they created and participated in 
Home Group challenges, values and diversity 
activities and many other fun games. 

I would like to personally thank and congratulate 
all Yellow House students on their efforts in 2019! 

Keep shining bright yellow! Go Stingers!

Matthew Bell - Yellow House Leader



RED HOUSE

MIDDLE SCHOOL CAPTAINS
Forum Patel & Charlotte Murray     

SENIOR CAPTAINS 
Kellie Stevens & Jack Schofield 

What a big year it has been in Red House. The 
year started with a big change up in the Red 
House office, with Belinda Cannington and Zac 
Parr joining the team as Cluster Coordinators. 
Together, we are very proud of the achievements 
of all Red House students this year. 
What a big improvement we had this year in the 
House Cup with Red House coming in 2nd place. 
A lot of these points have been earned through 
the Athletics Carnival. It’s been great looking out 
over a sea of red at the sports carnivals which 
resulted in us winning the ‘Best Dressed’ House 
at both the Athletics and Swimming Carnivals.  
Congratulations to all students who attended 
these carnival days, entered events and dressed 
up in red. 
It’s always fantastic seeing Red House students 
participating in a number of extracurricular 
activities including the Production, Information 
Night, Night of Excellence, Art week, Interschool 
Sports and who could forget the Billy Cart 
competition where another ‘Best Dressed’ award 
was won by Red House. 
The introduction of our College values provided 
a new opportunity to celebrate student 
achievement. It has been fantastic having such 
large numbers of Red House students receiving 
Value Awards for displaying excellence in one of 
Respect, Resilience, Compassion or Endeavour.
Much of this improvement can be attributed to the 
dedication and hard work of our House Captains. A 
big thank you to Kellie Stevens and Jack Schofield 
for their continuous enthusiasm throughout the 
year and to our Middle School Captains Forum 
Patel and Chantelle Murray for their contribution 
and positive attitudes. Red House were very 
fortunate to have you this year.  

Look out Yellow House. Red House is raising the 
bar again in 2020!

Sarah Rosendale - Red House Leader



GREEN HOUSE

MIDDLE SCHOOL CAPTAINS
Melanie Tisch & Travis Moir

SENIOR CAPTAINS 
Lana Hawkins & Jayan Hartwick

Being new to Mooroolbark College in 2019, I 
wasn’t sure what to expect when I first greeted 
the Green House students. I now know that we 
have a range of students that each excel in their 
own different ways. Green House is lucky to have 
students involved in sport, music, the production 
and many who were awarded academic 
achievements throughout the year.

I was most pleased to see the number of students 
receiving merits for Endeavour, Compassion, 
Resilience and Respect and we awarded our first 
Principal’s Award to Connor Tisch. There will be 
other Principal Award winners before the year 
ends.
In Green House, we have continued to develop 
the green culture. We introduced gnomes, Jerome 
and Naomi and they have travelled on school 
trips to Tasmania and Central Australia, to sports 
carnivals and were also lucky enough to travel to 
Vietnam and Europe. 

I would like to thank Mr. Scott, Ms. Roberts and 
Ms. Whitby for helping to run Green House in 2019 
to ensure our students are getting the best care 
possible. To the Home Group teachers – thank 
you for getting involved in activities and the Green 
House cup. I hope we can continue to develop 
both the culture and success in Green House over 
the coming years.

Finally – to all Green House students – THANK 
YOU! 2019 was a great year and I loved to see 
us gradually getting closer to the other Houses 
throughout the year. 
Thanks to you all for participating and being a 
friendly face to chat to each morning. I’m loving 
being a Green House member!

Michelle Colette - Green House Leader



The end of Term 4 is a great time to reflect on the 
many fantastic achievements we have made over 
the year. In 2019 I have been most impressed with 
student conduct and the general standard of our Blue 
Thunder students. Students were courteous, polite 
and obliging in their daily interactions.

We have had a large number of students work together to achieve House Points across the 
year. From helping at the Open Night, participating in the College Production, competing 
at our sports carnivals and of course earning Merits. With the introduction of our new Merit 
system we saw three students earn a Principal’s Award. Dylan Knapp, Tom Hardstaff and 
Lachlan Bentley demonstrated our values across the year and were our well deserving 
recipients.
Our students were awarded for their academic 
abilities with multiple award winners in all categories. 
Charli Brzozek (Year 7), Hayley Knight (9) and Caitlyn 
O’Rorke (10) received the Dux award for their year 
levels. An incredible achievement.

Our House has been led by Senior Captains Kim 
Barkwith and Tom Hardstaff and Middle School 
Captains Hayley Knight and Ben Graaf. The team 
are to be congratulated on their contributions made 
throughout the year. They worked tirelessly behind 
the scenes, speaking passionately at each of our House assemblies and leading Blue House 
throughout the many sporting and inter-house competitions.

In farewelling our Year 12 students, we acknowledged their great qualities and diverse skills. 
It has been amazing to see their growth over the years and we wish them all the best for the 
future.
I would also like to acknowledge the hard work that Allie Grey-Smith and Chris Stephen 
demonstrate each day in their role as a coordinator. The care and support they show all our 
students is of the highest quality and our students are lucky to have them.
I would also like to farewell Robyn Cooper and thank her for her many years of hard work in 
Blue House. Over the years she has had an enormous impact on many students. We wish   
her the best of luck for her new role.

  To all those in Blue House, stay safe over the holidays. I look forward to seeing you all again 
next  year to continue your efforts to make us proud of our great House.

  Andy U’Ren - Blue House Leader

BLUE HOUSE

MIDDLE SCHOOL CAPTAINS
Hayley Knight & Benjamin Graaf 

SENIOR CAPTAINS 
Kimberley Barkwith & Thomas Hardstaff 



T H A N K S  F O R  T H E  M E M O R I E S



T H A N K S  F O R  T H E  M E M O R I E S



The 55th and 56th Debutante Balls 
of Mooroolbark College were held 
on Friday, August 16th and Saturday 
August 17th, 2019.

Thirty-nine Debutantes and their 
partners were presented to friends 
and family over the evenings. 
Debutantes spent weeks practicing 
a range of ballroom dances, 
including the Merengue and Foxtrot, 
to perform. 

Special guests included Mr Lachlan 
Mann, Mr Luke  McCormick, and 
local MPs, Ms Bridget Vallence 
and Mr David Hodgett. Thomas 
Sheridan, Kaitlin Galanos, Daniel 
Phillips and Bianca De Martino 
Rosaroll represented the 
Debutantes with their speeches 
of appreciation, speaking with 
confidence and grace. 

We would like to thank everyone 
involved in the Debutante, for a 
wonderful evening full of happy and 
positive memories.

Prue Bon, Zac Parr  and Jodi 
Mathieson

D e B U T A N T E 
B A L L



I N T E R S C H O O L  S P O R T

Y E A R  1 0  S O C I A L



In Term 1 the College hosted the annual 
swimming carnival at Croydon Memorial Pool. 
The carnival is always a terrific way to kick off the 
Interschool Sport calendar. 

The Yellow Stingers continued their success in 
the pool by taking out the first of three sporting 
carnivals. It was great to see students from all 
four houses competing for points in the 50m 
lap pool, walking lane and the House water 
polo tournament. We had plenty of terrific 
performances in the pool. 

Age champions are awarded to students who 
competed in numerous races throughout the day 
and achieved maximum points for their House.

Girls 13 Year old - Rhianna Gray    
Boys 13 year old - Owen Wahrenberger 
Girls 14 Year old - Tara Barnewall   
 
Boys 14 year old - Nathan Murden 
Girls 15 Year old - Taleisha Walker   
 
Boys 15 year old - Bailey Morris 
Girls 16 Years old - Caitlyn Kavanagh   
Boys 16 year old - Kyle Wahrenberger 
Girls 17 Years old - Georgia Gray   
 
Boys 17 Year old - Jason Kennedy 
Girls Open age - Matilda Finch and Ashlinn   
                                Walker  
Boys Open age - Arnold Tan and Jin Jiao

Lachlan Mann

S W I M M I N G  C A R N I V A L



The Athletics carnival is always a highlight 
on the College calendar. The grandstand 
was flooded in a sea of blue, green, red and 
yellow with students of all year levels ready to 
participate. Everywhere you looked there were 
record breaking performances and valuable 
house points being earned. 
The Longest Kick’ contest competition gained 
plenty of attraction with students stepping up 
to the plate to unleash a torpedo across in the 
infield of Knox Athletics Track. 

Once again, the Yellow Stingers went back to 
back, taking out the 2018 and2019 Athletics 
Carnival title. 

A T H L E T I C S  C A R N I V A L

Congratulations to the year level champions:
Girls 13 year old – Eden Soutar - Cussen  
Boys 13 year old – Sang Cung
Girls 14 year old – Cer ku Hnem    
Boys 14 year old – Ben Zanatta
Girls 15 year old – Forum Patel    
Boys 15 year old – Jordan Scott
Girls 16 year old – Georgia Booth   
Boys 16 year old – Isaac Rousseaux
Girls 17 year old – Acacia Pearce   
Boys 17 year old – Flynn Addicott
Girls 20 year old – Ashlinn Walker   
Boys 20 year old – Tom Hardstaff

Lachlan Mann



Ethan Allan
Nickname: EA Sports

'Flag Pies.'

Samuel Allen
Nickname: The General

'It really makes you think, 
when you sit back and think 

about it.'

Rhys Allen Will Alsop
Nickname: Moppa

'I'm not going bald.'

India Anker 
Nickname: Dee

'I wish I could tell you what 
I'm doing next year but I 
don’t have 20/20 vision.'

Katelyn
Nickname: K BALKS

'I promise I'm nicer than my 
resting b**** face.'

Sarah Barbara
'Hannah Montana says 

nobody's perfect, but here I 
am.'

Kimberley Barkwith
Nickname: Kimmy B

'Keep being the person you 
are today, will be tomorrow 

and always are.'

MOOROOLBARK COllege
CLASS OF 2019

Accounting -  Jack Schofield

Biology – Kellie Stevens

Business Management - Kalina Ova Vishnina-Atanasova

Chemistry – Maverick Nguyen

English – Kiara Price

English (EAL) – Lovely Lian Ching

Health & Human Development – Taylah Mcowan

Information Technology – Kristopher Chapman

Legal Studies - Kalina Ova Vishnina-Atanasova

Further Mathematics – Kellie Stevens

Mathematical Methods – Kellie Stevens

Music Performance – Jordan Daniels

Media – Brandon Vanderlinde

Physical Education – Kellie Stevens

Physics – Jack Schofield

Psychology – Shae Libbis  (Year 11)

Studio Arts- Joshua Johansen

VCAL -  Glen Todd

Caltex All-Rounder - Jordan Daniels

Congratulations to our Year 12 Award recipients:



Mathematical Methods – Kellie Stevens

Music Performance – Jordan Daniels

Media – Brandon Vanderlinde

Physical Education – Kellie Stevens

Physics – Jack Schofield

Psychology – Shae Libbis  (Year 11)

Studio Arts- Joshua Johansen

VCAL -  Glen Todd

Caltex All-Rounder - Jordan Daniels

Hannah Cogan Logan Cowley
'In this world you either yeet 

or be yeeted.'

Max Crawford Jordan Daniels
'I'm an early bird and a 

night owl. So I'm wise and I 
have worms.' - M.S.

Jack Dobson
Nickname: JaccaSnacc

'Love is more important 
than money, but 

unfortunately, I love 
money.'

Jaida Elliot
'We are more than just the 

sum of every high and every 
low.'

Samuel Fanfulla
Nickname: Vanilla

'Just a parma n chips, 
thanks.'

Julia Donoghue
Nickname: Jules

'Rather take a scooter to the 
ankle 100x than say a fun 

fact about me.'

Samuel Barrie Emma Bentley
Nickname: Em

'Hannah Montana says 
nobody's perfect, but here I 

am.'

Brendan Beresford
Nickname: BB

'Flagdons.'

Tyler Birchall
Nickname: Birchy

'You make my dreams come 
true.'- Hall and Oates

Karly Bright
'I tried.'

Ashlee Brown Jordyn Burnett
Nickname: Burnie

'It does not matter how 
slowly you go as long as you 

don't stop.'

Kristopher Chapman
Nickname: Adam

'Year 12 was hard, but I still 
went hard on the weekends.'

- Josh J



Logan Faught
'Never steal. The 

government hates 
competition.'

Matilda Finch
Nickname: Finchy

'Success is the sum of small 
efforts, repeated day in and 

day out.'

Olivia Flynn
Nickname: Liv

'You can't always get what 
you want, but I certainly 

can.'

Emily Forshaw
Nickname: Matilda

'I'm all about the sesh.'

Sophie Forshaw
'Live life to the fullest.'

Courtney Frost
Nickname: Frosty

'People say nothing is 
impossible, but I do nothing 

everyday.'

Tianna Fuerst
'I'm the dumbest smart 
person you'll ever meet.'

Sam Gebbing
'I'm am smart.'

Thomas Hardstaff
Nickname: Hardy

'Yeah, it's a pretty "stiff " 
surname.'

Hannah Green
Nickname: Greeny

'YOLO'

Jayan Hartwick
'You win some; you lose 

some.'

Lana Hawkins
'Read my name backwards.'

Christie Haynes
Nickname: Shelley

'Send it.'

Shanae Hodgett
Nickname: S HODGE

'Imagine being 17.'

Kieron Holdsworth
Nickname: Kizza

'It's wonderful that we have 
come so far.'

Samantha Jacobs
Nickname: Bam Bam

'Don't cry because it's over, 
smile because it happened.'- 

Dr Seuss"



Taylah James
'Yeet.'

Jin Rong Jiao
Nickname: Gin

'Life is not a game of luck. If 
you wanna win, work hard.'

Joshua Johansen
Nickname: Shoj

'I've told you a million times, 
don't exaggerate.'

Kristen Kelly
'Maybe?'

Maddison Kors
Nickname: Korsy

'Yes, I'm 6'2". No, I don't play 
basketball.'

Lovely Lian Ching
Nickname: Luv

'Thank you, next.'

Tia Little
'Glad that's done and 

dusted.'

Tate Lyon
Nickname: Turbo

'It's time to go even further 
beyond now.'

Bianca Mackay
Nickname: Little Bee

'Change the world by being 
yourself.'

Taylah Mcowan
Nickname: Tay Mac

'7th of Feb, "can't wait for 
this year", what a joke.'

Chris Misiewicz
Nickname: ^-^

'You don't have to…You get 
to.' - Mr Mac

Cassie Mullens
Nickname: Cass

'Whatever happens, 
happens…'

Joshua Musgrove
Nickname: Muzza

'I care zero.'

Maverick Nguyen
Nickname: Zung

'Don't give up on your 
dream. Keep sleeping.'

Riley O'Neill
Nickname: O'Neill

'Cert IV in blaming VCAL 
for losing brain cells.'

Charlotte Paps
Nickname: Char

'The only person you should 
try to be better than is the 

person you were yesterday.'



Holly Paps
Nickname: Hol

'There is only one thing that 
makes a dream impossible to 
achieve - the fear of failure.'

Joshua Peden
Nickname: Peden

'3rd time's the charm.'

Kiara Price
Nickname: Death

'You won't sleep when you're 
dead, either.'

Lily Ralston
'I'll do VCAL in my next 

life.'

Sung Ram Lawt
Nickname: Sungie

'This quote was left till 
last minute, like all my 

homework was.'

Christopher Ramsdale
Nickname: Tall guy

'The future belongs to those 
who believe in the beauty of 

their dreams.'

Jordan Rehe
Nickname: RE-HE

'Sapnu puas.'

Ben Roberts
Nickname: Boperts

'Canadian on tap, thanks.'

Daniel Rose'meyer
Nickname: D ROSE

'Sugga de manut.'

Cade Rudd
Nickname: CRUDD

'I was in the Flamingo 
video.'

Jade Schmelzle
Nickname: Schnitzel

'Big regrets.'

Jack Schofield
Nickname: Schofie

'I should have done Further.'

Caleb Schwab
Nickname: Nathan

'Veni, Vidi, VCE.'

Nathan Schwab 
Nickname: Caleb

'Not every quote you get 
from the internet is real.'- 
Albert Einstein, 46th US 
President circa 753 BC

Bethany Shegog
Nickname: Bethy

'Don't raise your voice, 
improve your argument.'

Connor Shiel
Nickname: Cashie

'No matter what you do, 
choose to be happy.'



Yasmina Sims
Nickname: Yas

'If A is a success in life, then 
A = x + y +z. Work is x; y is 
play; and z is keeping your 

mouth shut.'

Paige Singh Michael Slade
'Miss, are you taking my 

phone for the lesson or day?'

Amy Smith
Nickname: The Crusher

'Goodbye everyone. I'll 
remember you in therapy.'- 

Buzzfeed quiz

Connor Spencer
Nickname: '…'

'A = L+OE. If you know, 
you know.'

Emma Steele
Nickname: Steeley

'Send it.'

Kellie Stevens
Nickname: Kel

'We have our memories, now 
let's go make the future.'

Arnold Tan
Nickname:  [insert text here]

'Finally released from my 6 
years sentence.'

Tial Chin Par Tial Chin 
Par

Nickname: Chin Chin

'Graduation isn't the end 
of a tough journey. It is the 

beginning of a beautiful 
one.'

Glen Todd
Nickname: Toddy

'It always seems impossible 
until it's done.'

Max Travis
Nickname: Billy

'Waddayatalkinabout'- 
Sassy the Sasquatch

Dion Tupou
'Trust me. Just send it. Bet.'

Brandon Vanderlinde
Nickname: Telford's favourite 

actor

Mum: But son, we have 
school photo day at home. 
School photo day at home:

Kalina Ova Vishnina-
Atanasova
Nickname: Kay

'When life is a dumpster 
fire, be out there tryna make 

s'mores.'

Tommy Voigt
Nickname: Sharpie

'Not on a red penny, Mr 
Kiloran.'

Ashlinn Walker
Nickname: Dory

'Just keep swimming.'



Taylah Walker 
(Dossetter)

Nickname: T.Doss

'I dropped VCE for VCAL 
and it was the best decision I 

ever made.'

Tyler Waqanivalu
Nickname: WAQA

'When's your next helmet? 
HAHA'

Hannah Warner
Nickname: Midget

'Be who you are, not who the 
world wants you to be.'

Maddison Wilson
'Surprised I made it.'

Makayla Wilson
Nickname: Miki

'I can't do anything right so 
I'll just do it left.'

Brendan Wimalaratna
Nickname: OwO

'Only a seventy character 
limit? I refuse to be 

constrained to their ru

George Wisley

To all of you, the Mooroolbark College 
community wish you all the best in your future 

aspirations. May you continue to uphold the 
values of respect, endeavour, resilience and 

compassion in all you do.

NOTE: DUE TO PRIVACY RESTRICTIONS, SOME STUDENTS' IMAGES HAVE NOT BEEN SHOWN. FOR THE SAME REASON, 
SOME STUDENTS' NAMES HAVE BEEN OMITTED.
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